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wager between him and his daughter, Madame la
Duchesse de Berry, which should cast most contempt
on religion and good manners.

The King was nothing ignorant of the conduct of
his nephew. He had been much shocked with the
return to debauchery and low company. The enemies
of M. d'Orleans, foremost among which was M. du
Maine, had therefore everything in their favour. As
I have said, without some support M. d'Orleans
seemed in danger of being utterly lost.

It was no easy matter to persuade M. de Beauvilliers
to fall in with the plan I had concocted, and lend his
aid to it. But, I worked him hard. I dwelt upon the
taste of the Dauphin for history, science, and the arts,
and showed what a ripe knowledge of those subjects
M. d'Orleans had, and what agreeable conversation
thereon they both might enjoy together. In brief I
won over M. de Beauvilliers to my scheme. M. d'Or-
leans, on his side, saw without difficulty the advantage
to him of union with the Dauphin. To bring it about
I laid before him two conditions. One, that when in
the presence of the Prince he should suppress that de-
testable heroism of impiety he affected more than he
felt, and allow no licentious expressions to escape him.
The second was to go less often into evil company at
Paris, and if he must continue his debauchery, to do so
at the least within closed doors, and avoid all public
scandal. He promised obedience, and was faithful to
his promise. The Dauphin perceived and approved
the change; little by little the object of my desire was
gained.

As I have already said, it would be impossible for